Message to Docket
RE: Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2017-0203
Dear Administrator Pruitt,
I am absolutely opposed to the proposed repeal of the Clean Water Rule. Repealing this vital
safeguard will put our health and communities throughout the nation at risk. I strongly urge you
to reconsider your position and drop the repeal of the Clean Water Rule.
The streams and wetlands protected by the Clean Water Rule are essential to drinking water,
small businesses, and our communities. Gutting these protections will put the drinking water
sources for more than 117 million of us at risk. It will endanger 20 million acres of wetlands.
Wetlands are so important - they filter pollutants from water, recharge groundwater, protect
communities by absorbing floodwaters, and provide habitat for wildlife. We are losing wetlands
at an alarming rate - the last thing we should do is make it harder to safeguard them.
I am concerned about our water and want to see the Federal government do more, not less to
protect clean water. This action will put the drinking water of 117 million of us at risk - that's the
last thing we need to do. Too many communities throughout the nation already struggle with
access to clean water. Removing this protection for the water bodies that feed drinking water,
filter pollutants, and recharge groundwater could make things worse.
As with many issues, low-income communities and communities of color will be
disproportionately impacted by removing this safeguard, which could increase water
contamination. Contaminated water can cause a variety of health problems, especially for
children. In addition, small and rural communities, who rely on private wells or whose water
systems lack the resources to deal with polluted sources, will be hit hard by this rollback.
The Clean Water Act has a very bold goal - to make all of our waters swimmable, fishable, and
drinkable. Repealing the Clean Water Rule will make it much more difficult to achieve that goal.
More than 800,000 Americans supported the Clean Water Rule when it was proposed. It is
grounded in science and the law. Please listen to the majority of Americans who expect EPA to
protect clean water, not polluter profits, and stop this dangerous repeal process.
Protecting our water should be our goal, not protecting polluter interests. Clean water is the
backbone of healthy communities and essential to a strong economy. Please stop this
dangerous repeal process. Please protect the Clean Water Rule.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely.

